[Acute hepatic steatosis of pregnancy. Apropos of a case and review of the French literature].
Acute fatty liver of pregnancy, or Sheehan's syndrome, is a rare complication of pregnancy, occurring in about 0.5% cases of jaundice in pregnancy. The anatomo-clinical picture and the biology of the condition is described using as basis a personal case history and the 28 cases to be found in the French literature. The condition shows, vomiting, abdominal pain and tachycardia in an apyrexial patient in the 3rd trimester of the pregnancy in which the disease occurs. The date shows itself a few days after the prodromal symptoms and is characterised by the triad of pruritus, jaundice and encephalopathy. All cases show an increased white blood count and hyperbilirubinaemia. If the condition goes on to become very serious one has to look for signs of haemorrhage and of liver and renal failure. Liver biopsy confirms the diagnosis. Prognosis will be improved if moderate forms are recognized early and if the condition is watched carefully. It may be necessary to stop the pregnancy before the serious conditions of the illness show up. Labour induced at the 37th week after checks had been made for fetal pulmonary maturity seemed to be a good way of treating the condition even if it has not yet become desperate. The final prognosis for the mother and the baby is always favourable if the baby is born alive.